Early in 1959 it was decided to carry out an inquiry into the smoking habits of 10,000 consecutive persons attending the mass x-ray section of the X-ray Department at the Central Middlesex Hospital. The information was obtained by the receiving clerk as a part of normal documentation and the answers given were not questioned by her, in order not to give the examinee an impression that this was other than a normal routine. It was decided to repeat the inquiry again in the same period of 1963, using precisely the same method to see 
